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This Week in Congress

  

May 17, 2010

  

 

  

 

  

Dear Friend,

  

 

  

Welcome to “This Week in Congress.” This week's headlines are:

    
    -  CBO Confirms Health Care Law Will Cost Even More Than Projected   
    -  EPA's New Rule Will Hurt American Job Creation   
    -  Requiring Fairness in Air Force Refueling Tanker Competition   
    -  Congratulating 2010 Graduates on Outstanding Achievement   
    -  Agriculture Committee Hears From Agriculture Economists   
    -  Hearing Held on Energy Saving Competition   
    -  Two Heroic Soldiers Inducted Into Fort Leavenworth's Hall of Fame   
    -  Kansans Living in D.C. Celebrate the Sunflower State   
    -  Thanking American Legion Members for Their Service in Great Bend   
    -  Community Hospitals Play Vital Role in Kansas   
    -  Visiting American Institute of Baking in Manhattan   
    -  Participating in the 97th Annual McPherson All Schools Day Parade   
    -  Visiting MGP Ingredients, Inc. in Atchison   
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CBO Confirms Health Care Law Will Cost Even More Than Projected 

  

 

  

The Congressional Budget Office (CBO) updated its spending estimate this week of the new
health care reform law, tacking on an additional $115 billion to the law’s $938 billion price tag.
The CBO report is yet another reminder that the new health care law is the wrong direction for
our country and for Kansas at this critical time because it spends money we do not have and
will grow government at an unprecedented scale. This law pushes $20 billion in unfunded
mandates onto Kansas and other states that cannot absorb the costs. At a time when we need
to be focused on job development, these so-called “reforms” will exacerbate our budget
problems in Kansas and stifle economic recovery.

  When you add up all the things this law requires but does not pay for, the total cost is closer to
$1.33 trillion. With our national debt already over $12 trillion, I have argued from the beginning
that this plan is fiscally irresponsible and will drive us further into the hole. This is why it is so
important that we replace this flawed plan with commonsense reforms that are fiscally
sustainable and will lower health care costs for families and businesses.   

 

    

 

  

Share on Facebook  •  Tweet this  • Email this

  

 

  

EPA’s New Rule Will Hurt American Job Creation 
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This week, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) issued its final “tailoring rule,” which will
require energy producers and manufacturers, under the Clean Air Act, to seek permits if their
operations exceed EPA-established emission standards.With the unemployment rate hovering
at nearly ten percent, this rule could not come at a worse time for the U.S. economy and the
thousands of Kansans who are looking for work. These new regulations will increase the cost of
electricity, motor fuel, building materials and everyday consumer goods. The bottom line is that
businesses are reluctant to hire new workers because of the increased cost and uncertainty of
doing business. American businesses are the true job creators and they need our support to get
our economy back on track. Instead of supporting businesses, the Administration has decided
to heap on additional fees and penalties that will threaten thousands of jobs and hurt our
economy.

  

 

  

It is more important now than ever that Congress join together and pass a disapproval
resolution to stop further action on this EPA rule. Last December, I was the first Member of
Congress to introduce a disapproval resolution to invalidate EPA’s greenhouse gas regulation
when I introduced H. J. Res. 66. This year, I have joined with many colleagues to sponsor
legislation that will have the same effect. Click here  to read more of my thoughts on this
subject.

  

Share on Facebook  •  Tweet this  • Email this

  

 

  

Requiring Fairness in Air Force Refueling Tanker Competition
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This week, I cosponsored legislation to require the Department of Defense (DOD) to account for
illegal subsidies in their purchases, including the next generation Air Force refueling tanker.
Recently, the World Trade Organization ruled that European governments have illegally
subsidized Airbus, a competitor to Boeing in the tanker competition. These government
subsidies directly impact the cost of their aircraft and give Airbus an unfair advantage over
American companies. To make sure that American companies are treated fairly, the Fair
Defense Competition Act, introduced by Senator Sam Brownback and Representative Todd
Tiahrt, would require illegal subsidies to be taken into consideration by the U.S. military. 

  

 

  

On Thursday, I participated in a press conference on this issue with my colleagues and spoke
about the importance of leveling the playing field and protecting American jobs. Given our
nation’s high unemployment rate, the Pentagon should not be working against millions of
Americans who are looking for work. Click here  to view a photo from the press conference.
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Share on Facebook  •  Tweet this  • Email this

  

 

  

Congratulating 2010 Graduates on Outstanding Achievement

  

 

  

College graduation is an exciting time for both students and their families, who have sacrificed
to make this special day possible. My oldest daughter, Kelsey, graduated from Kansas State
University this weekend and I joined many proud parents in the Bramlage Coliseum to celebrate
the graduates’ success. This week, I also congratulated graduates at Highland Community
College and Manhattan Area Technical College for their outstanding achievement. Thanks to
the many faculty members, coaches and friends who impacted the lives of these students and
contributed to their success.

  

 

  

Highland Community College: For more than a century, Highland Community College has
given Kansas students access to affordable higher education as the first college founded in
Kansas. On Friday evening, I visited with the students about their future and the decisions they
will encounter. I challenged the graduates to strive for excellence, to become people of
character and to put others first in life. I believe that individuals who volunteer their time in
churches, neighborhoods and communities can often have the greatest impact and change lives
for the better. Thanks to President David Reist for the kind invitation to speak with the
graduates. Congratulations and best wishes to the Class of 2010. 
Click here
to view a photo of the graduation ceremony. 
Click here
to read my comments to the graduates.
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Manhattan Area Technical College: The Manhattan Area Technical College (MATC) has
been providing Kansans excellent career training and continuing education for the past forty-five
years. In today’s economy, many jobs require technical skills, so having the right education and
training is essential to be competitive. During my remarks, I told the graduates that true
fulfillment in life does not come with greater success; it comes when you live your life devoted to
a greater purpose than yourself. I challenged the students to not just make a dollar, but to make
a difference in life. Thanks to President Rob Edleston for the invitation to speak with the
graduates. I wish all of those graduating this spring continued success and happiness as they
embark on a new chapter in life. Click here  to view a
photo from the graduation ceremony. 
Click here
to read my comments to the graduates.

  

 

  

 6 / 8

http://www.jerrymoran.house.gov/index.php?option=com_zoom&amp;Itemid=67&amp;page=view&amp;catid=55&amp;PageNo=1&amp;key=0&amp;hit=1
http://www.jerrymoran.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&amp;view=article&amp;id=1772%3A5152010-manhattan-area-technical-college-commencement-address&amp;catid=57&amp;Itemid=156


Congressman Jerry Moran's Newsletter 5-17-10

  Share on Facebook  •  Tweet this  • Email this     Agriculture Committee Hears From Agricultural Economists     On Thursday, I attended a hearing held by the House Agriculture Committee to review U.S.agriculture policy in advance of the 2012 Farm Bill. This was one of several hearings theCommittee will be holding this year on this topic. The witnesses at the hearing were agriculturaleconomists from across the country. Committee members heard many differing opinions abouthow to improve various aspects of farm policy including the commodity title, conservation titleand nutrition title of the farm bill. I appreciate the perspectives of these academics, which will beuseful as the Committee continues its research prior to writing the next farm bill. Click here  tolisten to my remarks from the hearing.     Share on Facebook  •  Tweet this  • Email this        Hearing Held on Energy Saving Legislation     On Wednesday, the House Agriculture Subcommittee on Conservation, Credit, Energy, andResearch held a hearing on H.R. 4785, the Rural Energy Savings Program Act. This legislationwould allow the Rural Utility Service (RUS) to make zero interest loans to rural electriccooperatives. Electric cooperatives would then make low interest loans to consumers to makeenergy efficiency upgrades in their homes and businesses. The consumer loans would berepaid to the cooperatives through the consumers’ monthly electricity bill. In addition, thelegislation would make certain startup grants to electric cooperatives to begin implementation ofthe program. The Subcommittee heard from Members of Congress, the RUS and electriccooperatives about how the legislation would function. This concept is based on a programconceived and currently being implemented by Midwest Energy in Hays. I look forward toworking with the Kansas electric cooperatives on this legislation as it works its way through theHouse Agriculture Committee.     Share on Facebook  •  Tweet this  • Email this        Two Heroic Soldiers Inducted into Fort Leavenworth’s Hall of Fame     On Tuesday, I attended an induction ceremony at Ft. Leavenworth for Colonel Charles W. Davisand my friend and colleague Congressman Leonard Boswell, who were both inducted into Ft.Leavenworth’s Hall of Fame. It was a pleasure to witness this high honor bestowed on twosoldiers who have greatly contributed to our country, the Army and Ft. Leavenworth.     Colonel Davis, who passed away in 1991, was a World War II Medal of Honor recipient for hisheroic actions at Guadalcanal. Congressman Boswell is a highly decorated Vietnam Warhelicopter pilot with 20 years of military service who represents Iowa as a Member of Congress.Both individuals attended and served as instructors at the Command and General Staff Collegeat Ft. Leavenworth. Thank you to retired Col. Bob Ulin, CEO of the Command and General StaffCollege Foundation, for the invitation to attend.     Share on Facebook  •  Tweet this  • Email this        Kansans Living in D.C. Celebrate the Sunflower State     On Tuesday, I joined Kansans who live and work in Washington, D.C. for the annual CherryBlossom Banquet hosted by the Kansas State Society of Washington, D.C. This event is a greatopportunity to visit with many Kansans and to recognize those who help make our state a betterplace to live. During the event, the society honored Senator Sam Brownback and CongressmanDennis Moore, for their dedication and service to our state. Senator Brownback andCongressman Moore are both retiring from Congress at the end of this year. Also, the 2010Kansas Cherry Blossom Princess Chelsea Chaney of Independence, shared her experiencerepresenting Kansas during the National Cherry Blossom Festival last month.       Share on Facebook  •  Tweet this  • Email this          Thanking American Legion Members for Their Service in Great Bend     On Sunday, I spoke to Kansas veterans and their families meeting in Great Bend for theAmerican Legion State Convention. I thanked those gathered for their service and sacrifice indefending our freedoms. During my remarks, I updated the attendees on several veterans’issues being considered in Congress. I also spoke about legislation I recently introduced calledthe “Veterans Second Amendment Protection Act” to ensure veterans are not denied their rightto purchase and possess firearms. Lastly, I updated the veterans on the implementation of apilot program I authored, to allow rural veterans to access health care locally rather than havingto travel long distances to VA facilities. Thanks to Kansas Commander Dave Thomas andAdjutant Chuck Yunker for giving me the opportunity to visit with the veterans.     Share on Facebook  •  Tweet this  • Email this          Community Hospitals Play Vital Role in Kansas     On Monday, I visited the Onaga Community Hospital run by Community HealthCare System Inc(CHCS). CHCS runs two hospitals, three long term care facilities, five primary care practicelocations and four fitness and wellness centers in the region.  While at the Onaga Hospital, Idiscussed many issues with the hospital leadership and staff, including how the recently passedhealth care reform will impact the quality of care for patients at the hospital. Thanks to CEOGreg Unruh for his hospitality during my visit.     Kansas’s First Congressional District has 76 hospitals, more than any congressional district inthe nation. I have visited each of the 76 hospitals in my district and I am now in the process ofvisiting the other 50 community hospitals in Kansas to learn more about the unique health carechallenges that communities in our state face.        Share on Facebook  •  Tweet this  • Email this            Visiting American Institute of Baking in Manhattan      On Monday, I was in Manhattan to tour the facilities at the American Institute of Baking (AIB). Ienjoyed the opportunity to see AIB’s commitment to protecting the safety of the food supplychain and delivering high value technical and educational programs. Thanks to Paul Klover,Vice President of Administration, and Kirk O’Donnell, Vice President of Education, for arrangingmy visit. Click here  to see a photo from the visit.     

     Share on Facebook  •  Tweet this  • Email this          Participating in the 97th Annual McPherson All Schools Day Parade      This week, McPherson continued its long standing tradition of the All Schools Day Parade, heldon the second Friday in May every year since 1917. The parade was one of many events heldover several days to celebrate McPherson County students and schools. I enjoyed leading theparade down Main Street and visiting with many McPherson students. Thanks to theMcPherson Chamber of Commerce for arranging my participation. Click here  to see a photofrom the parade.     
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     Share on Facebook  •  Tweet this  • Email this           Visiting MGP Ingredients, Inc. in Atchison     On Monday, I had the opportunity to tour MGP Ingredients, Inc., in Atchison. MGP is a producerof specialty wheat protein and starch ingredients for food and non-food applications anddistillery products, including food-grade and industry alcohol. I was joined by CongressmanLeonard Boswell who represents the Third Congressional District of Iowa. CongressmanBoswell is the Chairman of House Agriculture Subcommittee on General Farm Commoditiesand Risk Management, on which I serve as the Ranking Republican Member. Thank you toSteve Pickman, Vice President of Corporate Relations for MGP, for showing us the facility, andthank you to Chairman Boswell for taking an interest in one of our Kansas agribusinesses.     Share on Facebook  •  Tweet this  • Email this        In the Office     Members of the Kansas Association of Realtors were in the office to discuss financialregulation, flood insurance and the availability of credit for real estate purchases. In with thegroup were Cindy Green of Lenexa; Delores Dalke of Hillsboro; John Brocker of Iola; JeffCarson of Kansas City; Patti Dauer and Monique Exposito of Leawood; Sue Wenger, TessaHultz, John McKenzie, Christy Stinger and Moji Fanimokun of Wichita; Brian Jones of Pittsburg;Steve LaRue of Lawrence; Lee McClelland and Rob Collins of Overland Park; Kathy Minden ofPaola; Chris Collins and Carol Magnan of Coffeyville; and Aaron Mesmer of Shawnee.     Ty Walrod of Elkhart was in with Citizens for Repeal to discuss the military’s “Don’t Ask, Don’tTell” policy. Lorraine Davis of Pratt was in with DaVita Dialysis to update me on the effect ofhealth care reform on reimbursements for dialysis treatment. Greg Nelson of Manhattan was inwith the United Egg Producers to discuss the increased cost burden likely to occur from newenvironmental and food safety regulations.     Dennis McAnanay of Olathe; Dave, Myra and Nicholas McGuire of Garnett; and ThomasPalance of Topeka were in with the Petroleum Marketers and Convenience Store Association ofKansas to discuss pending ethanol blending rules, biofuel tax credits and regulation ofcommodity markets. Denny Senseney of Wichita was in with the International Music ProductsAssociation on talk about the importance of music education in our schools.     Amber Ives, Vicky Roper and Cathy Gray of Wichita and Leadell Ediger of Salina were in withthe Kansas Association of Child Care Resource and Referral Agencies to talk about childnutrition and child care. Kansas State University students Robert Flack of Riley, Justin Brownleeof Olathe and Matt Gordon of Bartlesville, Oklahoma were in to visit. Sarah Crowley of Mission;Sally Dwyer of Leawood; Fadra Mitchell of Baldwin City; and Melissa, Michael and CordellNightingale of Spring Hill were in with the ALS Association to express their support for a federalALS registry and for more funding for ALS related research.       Kari Bruffett of Kansas City was in with the Kansas University Hospital to discuss federalsupport for graduate medical education. Members of the National Community PharmacistsAssociation were in to discuss legislation I recently sponsored to reform the way that pharmacybenefit managers (PBMs) interact with local community-based pharmacies. In with the groupwere Mike Bellesine of El Dorado, Nick Smock and Dale Smith of Kansas City, Mike Larkin andPeter Stern of Topeka, Jim Young of Lenexa, Sam Boyajian of Gardner, Brian Caswell of BaxterSprings, Van and Jeannette Coble of Winfield, Alan DeFever of Coffeyville, John Hagood ofMedicine Lodge, James and Dawn Hampton of Atwood, Jeffrey Sigler of Lawrence.     Dr. Michael Munger of Overland Park, Dr. Rick Kellerman of Wichita, Dr. Jen Brull of Plainville,and Tessa Rohrberg of Kansas City were in with the American Academy of Family Physiciansto discuss the need to reform the flawed Medicare Sustainable Growth Formula whichreimburses family physicians for the services. John Gibson of Wichita was in with the GeneralAviation Manufacturers Association to discuss the need for a new Federal AviationAdministration (FAA) authorization bill and expressed support for language contained in theSenate bill regarding Foreign Repair Stations which help preserve American jobs.     Several Kansans were in this week for a tour of the U.S. Capitol building, including NancyFarber of Mulvane; Carmela Oropesa and Cristiano Morris of Wichita; Thad, Monique, Karster,J.T. and Annika Bergmeier of Hutchinson; Mike Bellesine of El Dorado; Kenneth Bellesine ofAnthony; William Stickney of Great Bend; and Jayne Hansen of Overland Park.     Contact Me      It is an honor to serve you in Washington, D.C. Please let me know how I can be of assistance.To send me an email, click here . You can also click here  to contact me through one of myKansas offices or my Washington, D.C., office.     Very truly yours,        Jerry                      
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